The Philippines
schools project

2008 proved to be our most successful year so far
with fund-raising. Thanks to all our friends, we took
substantial funding out with us and were really
optimistic that we could get a lot started.

It is always exciting to go and visit the school when
we arrive in the Philippines, because the first thing
we have to do is to see how things have progressed
since we were last there.

All of this, of course, is in addition to the parcels
that Jo has so carefully packed and despatched in
advance. Opening those up when we arrive is always
fun, because you’ve forgotten what was in them often,
so it’s a bit like your birthday!



A couple of words about my friends.

“They’re great”

what else do say about a
bunch of people who turn
wp on a cold, dark winter’s
evening, race arownd for
three howrs and pay hara-
earned  wmoney For the
priviledge.

They arvanged it all as well.
And  then they  wade
additional donations, and
brought wore prizes to

raffle.

all  for something
thea’ve only seen in
a picture. A pieture of
some children F,000
wmiles away.




You remember | talked
about the wnew Mayor?
well, he’s ok! He did
everything he provmscol :
last  year, knocking
down the old butlding
and blending a wnew | N 34
one ow to the end of the "= ‘

new Library in the High B e

school. =

He also wsed his network of
contacts to raise money for
two other new buildings in
the elementary school.

Here’s the Mayor in front of
. the new buildings with his
l\ two sponsors.

Best of all, from owr point of
view, he’s offered to wmatch owr
funding! So that means all the
donations we've taken out to the
Philippines will be worth much
morel

the two new elementary buildings

A~ Mayor chjwal,olo velasco

He’s got big plans for our area and the
school ts tncluded tn them, thanks to all
your donations.

http://www.stabarbara-pangasinan.ph/



This s the room
they are now using
as a canteen Ln the
eLemew’carg school.

You caw see it’s
looking a bit rough
and could do with a
new floor and some
tidier fittings.

_____

The wood for the roof is past
Lts best!

and the galvanised is
a bit thin in places!

——

¢
3y

So we handed over somee
money to the Local counctllor,
who wtll thew oversee the

project to replace the wood and
roof and Lay the floor. The teachers are very happy as you can see!



Through a chance wmeeting,
we got ilnvited to view the
activities of the Barangay
Health Workers and their
feeding  programme  for
wnder-nowrished children.

W) This is just another activity
W that takes place, eight days
| each month, at the Barangay

Em‘ﬂ.‘ RN
Ow these days, about 50 local £F
children get a meal consisting
of a cowple of peces of chicken \_§
and vegetable, in a thin soup | 1.
with vitamin supplements, g
and coplous quantities of __ :
rice. & | P ¢
[t made us think, Lf this ts a “good”
meal, what do they eat on all the
other days of the month?
o commented that they had nwowhere
0 eat this and a spillage of this hot
meal cowld wreak havoc on a Yyoung
body.

o we got the carpenter |11 1
o make three Low '
ables and they were
Jtaken to the Barangay
(BHall just before we Left
o come back to the UK. S




we were fortunate

to attend a parent/
teachers committee
meeting, and it gave
Us an O‘P‘PDY'tM.V\,Ltg to
understand a Little
more of the difficulties
the parents face in just
trying to keep their
chtldren tn school.

Other parents told us

; foot Jeu
we asked the High about the additional

School PriwoipaL

/ - ANY costs, ev wn t
for a breakdown of *‘Wt ps echLLs W‘i ;;‘aff_ (')’Zwi
the annual school M“%W 23 1V P P

pens. We achaolg had

costs. [t comes . _ : X ,
; MALL 10 quite a Lot of these in

to less thaw £3.

,  Saerpelen 2. the parcels we’d sent
Sowme parents satd e ree e' <
theu Tuctoas out but we decided to
JJ Lok apan bug some more so that
afford these for all ox ¢ = 8o .
, , each child wn the school
their children.

got a new pencil and
pen. That'’s over 900 of
each by the time we'd
counted them all!

Here are some of the
teachers with the parcels
of pens and pencils for
thelr students.

U'm holding one of the
many wonderful, hano-
maode cards that the
students give us every

' year.




The scholarship and medal scheme

It’s not much, but it may help a little. we've set up a

bursary to pay the school fees for tew students from the last
ear at elementary tnto first year High school, ten from

?Lrst year High into second and so on through High school.

The top tew students in the final year will get an award as

a vecoro of thelr achievment.

artills for the computer room

The building ow the right Ls the Principal’s office for the
elementary school.For the last two years it has been where
the compucters have beew, because it is the only room with
metal grills on the doors and windows.

The building ow the Left has just been completed <o all we
had to do was
to set astoe
some money
and they
started to put
grills on this
building, so
soown there will 8
be a dedicated

computer

room for the

eLemew‘cargj o e
school too. — m9 [»

Here’s Jo handing
over the money for
the grills.

(n the background ‘ . - ! R
You caw see two of ——— ‘
the computers on the 5 Y

new bench.




ow a Lighter note, here’s the charge 1
of the light brigade!
_Jo and ( were just Leaving the school .
one day, when we heard shouting. B
(t was the children from one class
LA Elementary, standing outside
thelr classroom waving at us.

“Take a photo” saial Jo.
[ took out the camera, and they
charged!

Not ong them, but the next
class now as well!



Movre computers

As ever, we managed to supply some more computers to both
the schools. This always involves more benches being maole
and electrical wiring ete. nstallation always takes a few
days but it’s always worth it whew you see how well-received
these gifts are.

Even allowing for
a couple of fatlures
over the year, we
now have fourteew
computers tn the
high school.

we added another
computer to the
Barangay tall,
complete with an
all-tm-one scanwner/
printer unit.



’LL Leave the Last word to them:
Theg, can express themselves with thelr enthustasm and smiles
much better thaw | will ever to be able to.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DIVISION OF PANGASINAN 1
BOTAO NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
Sta. Barbara

70 all Donors/Benefactors from London,

T#he Brgy. Council and PICA Offictals of Botao National
High School Sta. Barbara lead by Brgy. Capt Isagani 7.
Gutierrvez and PTCA President Mr. Donato C. Tulao, would
like to thank you for all that you've given and offered to W
Botao National High School The compulers, books, modern
devices, printers, scanners, CD’s and VCD’s and school supplies |
thave been of great use. They have brought immense benefits
not just to the progress of the students, but fiave also brought
the assurance lo the parents that thetr chiliren would soon
have better future. Likewise, we are also taking pride of the
Jact these students after equipping themselves with the right
skills and knowledge would soon be capable enough to fhelp in
the community development. For these, we thank you very
muchk. We look forward to meeting you all there so we let you

see personally how much you ve done to our lives.

KeLvm -.hx"':f‘ChD”S
§ Fr}em's,,, sl
Thank you L 1}
for the Compu’rers@ .
ond Books you

have Swen Usgg
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